Committee of Safety
Common Law Court
Dated July 22, 2013
In Case number 120301
Accuser:
Chris Mortenson and Deborah Swan (agent to Mortenson)
Accused:
Ed Snook

The Indictment was sent to all three parties on July 15, 2013. The Accused has replied (July suggesting that he
has no intention of answering to the charges in the Indictment, before a Jury at Trial. The following is the
Indictment sent to the parties, with Exhibits included or linked.. Understand that the evidence that was
submitted and accepted by the Grand Jury is not indicative of the guilt of the Accused. It does, however, raise
the possibility (probable cause) that the charges made are true. Only the Accused can defend against the
accusations with evidence and testimony that he can provide to the Court to dispute that which has been
provided by the Accuser.]
The Common Law Court has no authority to require you to appear. The Accuser came forth voluntarily. If you
do not come forth voluntarily, and refuse to answer to the charges contained in the Indictment, there is nothing
that the Court can do to compel you to do otherwise.
The Court, however, will post on its webpage, the Unanswered Indictment, for all who wish, to see and to
comment. The wording of the Indictment may be changed to clarify certain portions, since some Exhibits may
not be made available when an Indictment goes unanswered. The Court hesitates to promulgate certain activities
when those activities are the based on the charges.
You have ten days (weekends and holidays excluded) to indicate that you intend to voluntarily answer the
charges contained in the Indictment. If the Court has not heard from you in that time, the Unanswered
Indictment will be posted. If you reconsider, at a later date, the Unanswered Indictment may be removed and
trial schedule established.
If you choose to answer the Indictment, you should go to the Committee of Safety - Common Law Court
Forum, at http://www.committee.org/LibertyTree/index.php, and register. Once you have registered, advise me
of your username at the Forum so that I can provide access for you to where the exhibits, Complaint, and all
other information you might desire, will be available. We must deal with access in this manner to assure your
privacy. Only those authorized by the Court will be given access to that portion of the Forum.
Once you have indicated that you will answer to the charges, within the ten days indicated above, the Court will
schedule the trial to begin no less than 20 days after receipt of your notice to the Court.
You will be allowed to call any witnesses that you wish, and you may submit any evidence that you wish. The
decision of what may be submitted will be left to the Jury, not to the Court. The Jury's determination will be
whether they wish to consider testimony or evidence submitted at trial during their deliberations.
The Accuser will also have the right to provide additional evidence and to call witnesses to testify. The same
determination, by the Jury, will apply to the Accuser's evidence and witness testimony.

If a witness for either party refuses to answer questions in cross-examination, the Jury will determine whether to
consider the testimony as prejudicial, by refusal to answer questions put to the witness. The other party will
conduct the cross-examination, and, the Jury will ask questions of witnesses, if they choose to do so.
There is no limit to the amount of evidence, nor to the number of witnesses that may be called in any
proceeding. There is no time limit on the duration of the trial.
Both you and the Accuser will be allowed to appoint any one person to serve on the trial (petit) jury, so long as
that person is willing to take the oath that is taken by all jurors. This is to assure that both parties will have
insight into the deliberations of the Jury, rather than have doubts as to what is transpiring during deliberations.
The Trial will be held at the Forum, in a "Courtroom" which has limited access. Witnesses will have to register
at the Forum to testify, and will only be allowed access to the Courtroom during their testimony. Only parties to
the action and specified Court members will have access, during the trial. The Jurors and most Court officials
will have read only access and may not participate in any discussions during the trial.
There will be no oral testimony, unless it is submitted in the form of an MP3 audio file. All testimony shall be
in writing, within the Forum, and under the appropriate Topic.
Upon completion of the Trial, a record will be made of the provable facts of the case. Unsupported allegations
will be removed, so that no erroneous information can be construed from that record. The Trial record will then
be posted, along with the Verdict, so that any who choose to review the Court record can do so, with a full
understanding of the information provided to the Jury, and used by them to come to their verdict. This will
include any sustainable counter-charges.
You will also have the right to file any counter-charges, without need for review by the Grand Jury, should you
decide to answer the Indictment, so long as the charges are involving the Accuser.
This procedure is established to provide for the highest attainable justice that the Forum in which it is heard will
allow, while still protecting the privacy of both parties, and others involved as witnesses or members of the
Court.
If you are prepared to answer to this Indictment, or if you have any questions, feel free to contact me at Clerk of
the Court.
/s/ Clerk of the Court
*****
Unanswered Indictment posted at Liberty Tree Forum/ Common Law Courthouse/ Unanswered Indictments,
July 22, 2013

The Indictment
Facts:
That Chris Mortenson, through his agent, Deborah Swan contracted with Ed Snook, US Observer, for
services. Though there is a question as to whether the Contract really existed, pursuant to standard

practices in write contracts, the Grand Jury has concluded that a contract did exist, based upon the
words, actions, and representations of both parties.
Some questions exist as to the termination of Contract and certain provisions of the contract that will be
addressed below.
Provisions of the Contract:
"A. The Agreement:
"This agreement is entered into as of this 12 th day of June 2012 in Josephine County, Oregon by
and between Debra K. Swan (hereinafter referred to as “Client”) and Edward Snook or an
Investigative Reporter from the US~Observer (hereinafter referred to as “Investigator”).
Regarding: Alleged false allegations against Charles Dyer aka July 4th Patriot
"(Section] A. Client understands that representations made to, or conversation held with
employees or contract employees of Edward Snook or the US~Observer do not provide actual or
constructive notice to Edward Snook or the US~Observer of the contents thereof. There will be no
verbal agreements in this case.
B. The Contract has provision for determination of charges:
"2. Determining Investigative Fees and Expenses
Client and Investigator agree that the following method is to be used for determining the proper
amount of investigative fees charged to Client.
"A. The hourly fee to be charged for investigative services performed by Investigator in this matter
is $95.00 per hour. Expenses that are not included in this hourly charge are outlined in section
“Expenses Due Outside of Retainer Fee” below.
C. The Contract has a provision regarding the required retainer, to wit:
"(2] B. There will be a $10,000.00 retainer fee in this matter, non-refundable and deemed earned
upon receipt. The US~Observer does not issue any refund, in any case, for any reason whatsoever.
This retainer and a signed contract are required before work can commence on a case. Hourly fees
and non-excluded expenses will be covered by the retainer in this matter up to the point the
retainer has been exhausted, however if the Investigator drops this matter or is terminated by the
Client, then the Client agrees that the Investigator is to keep all of the retainer as a minimum fee.
If this matter is concluded successfully the Client also agrees that there will be no refund from the

retainer amount. Should evidence be acquired which proves a Client’s guilt in the matter for which
the US~Observer has been hired, Client agrees the US~Observer will immediately terminate this
contract and case and further agrees that any monies paid to US~Observer are considered
forfeited to the US~Observer. Furthermore, should guilt be determined Client agrees any such
evidence may or may not be disclosed to the Client by the US~Observer.
D. The Contract has a provision which requires Client's consent to retain other parties, to wit:
"(2] C. Client authorizes Investigator to retain any persons or entities that Investigator deems
necessary to the successful resolution or completion of this matter. Client agrees to pay the fees
charged by such persons or entities upon request and separate from the retainer contained herein.
Client’s consent is prerequisite to the additional charges described in this section (C).
E. The Contract has provisions which justify termination, to wit:
"(2] F. Any use or involvement with illegal drugs by Client will terminate this contract. Any such
involvement will be determined solely by Investigator.
G. By hiring the US~Observer the Client is assuring the US~Observer that he/she is 100%
innocent. If guilt is determined, this case will be dropped immediately.
F. The Contract has a provision for transportation, etc., which requires notification to the Client:
"Expenses Due Outside of Retainer Fee
"1. Travel. All airfare, motel/hotel charges, collect phone calls, food, gas, newspaper costs/delivery,
car rental charges, etc. are not covered by the retainer payment on this contract. If any of the
above becomes requisite once the US~Observer has been retained, the US~Observer will schedule
or procure these services from such vendors as the Observer deems appropriate. Once these
services have been contracted by the US~Observer the client will be notified regarding the costs of
such services and the Client will reimburse the US~Observer immediately upon notification. In
most cases airfare is scheduled at least two weeks in advance in order to save the Client excessive
airfare.
G. The Contract has an opt out provision based solely on US Observer's discretion:
2. Disputes

”A. The Client pre-authorizes Investigator to discontinue work on this matter at any time solely
based on his discretion alone. Client is fully informed that Investigator only works on matters in
which the Client is innocent or in which the Client is in a legally correct position regarding the
matter being dealt with (investigated).
H. The Contract has provision for "Information Provided in Billing Statements".
"3. Information Provided in Billing Statements
"A. Investigator agrees to include in Client’s statement a general identification of Investigator’s
services for which Client is charged. Additionally, Investigator will include a specific identification
of all other fees, charges and expenses for which the Investigator seeks reimbursement. Client
agrees that Section 3-A is solely at the discretion of the Investigator. Client fully agrees that it is
up to the Investigator as to whether or not any written report is either produced or provided to
anyone, including the Client.
Arguments:
1. The Contract clearly provides that there will be no verbal agreements. The Contract, in written and
signed form, was never provided to the Client or his agent, which gave cause for this Grand Jury to
wonder if anything, except the blank contract which was subsequently signed and returned to Snook, was
provided by Snook. Client never had, in writing, verification of the existence of a contract.
2. The advertisement for the services of US Observer indicate that there is a "100% Money Back
Guarantee", if US Observer fails to vindicate the subject of the Contract, Charles Dyer. (Exhibits F2 and
F2A)
3. The Contract, as written, is between Snook and Swan. Snook knew that the monetary consideration
was coming from Mortenson, though he did not acknowledge that Swan was acting as Mortenson's agent.
There are no other parties to this contract, except the provision regarding "employees of Edward Snook or
the US Observer"
4. The Contract has a provision stating that the " retainer fee in this matter, non-refundable and deemed
earned upon receipt". It has other provisions, within the same paragraph that qualify when the retainer
will not be refunded.
Charges:
Termination of Contract:

Count 1: Breach of Contract - That no paperwork was provided by Snook to either Mortenson or Swan,
verifying the existence of a Contact; That no accounting was provided, as required by the Contract,
indicating charges; That no notice of termination was provided to the Client. That minimally any verbal
statement as to termination, if even that existed, is contrary to the Contract, itself. (Exhibits A, B, D, and,
H. in Provisions of Contract, above)
Exhibit B4)

Count 2: Breach of Contract - That Snook had terminated the Contract without cause,
notwithstanding that claim that he can terminate the Contract at any time, since the Contract has
specific causes for termination (E, Provisions of Contract], which is contradictory to the blanket provision
for termination at discretion (G, Provisions of Contract], which is unjustified if specific provisions are
provided (one negates the other), which would lead on to believe that any discretion would have to be

based upon the enumerated causes.
(Exhibits B4A, D2, F2A, F3, F4, G4, G8)
Exhibit B4A

Exhibit D2

Exhibit F2A

Exhibit F3

Exhibit F4

Links to Exhibits: Exhibits G4 & G8 are audio files.
Exhibit G4 (audio]
Exhibit G8 (audio]

Count 3: Breach of Contract - In that Ed Snook entered into multiple contracts with non-aligned
clients on the same case of Charles Dyer, much to the detriment of not only Chris Mortenson, but also
Janet Dyer, and Amy Dark, in violation of his obligation to Mortenson.
(Exhibits A4, A5, A6, A7, G9, G10, G11, G12)

Exhibit A4

Exhibit A5

Exhibit A6

Exhibit A7

Links to Exhibits: Exhibits G9, G10, G11, & G12 are audio files.

Exhibit G9 (audio]
Exhibit G10 (audio]
Exhibit G11 (audio]
Exhibit G12 (audio]

Fraud:
Count 4: Fraudulent Inducement to Contract - In that Ed Snook fraudulently induced Debra Swan,
on behalf of Chris Mortenson, to sign a contract by offering a money-back guarantee should Snook fail to
keep up his obligation under the contract.
(Exhibits A3, B3, B4, F2A)
Exhibit A3

Exhibit B3

Other Exhibits:
B4, (See Count 1)
F2A (See Count 1)

Count 5: Fraud - In that Ed Snook fraudulently solicited for payment from Janet Dyer, and her
daughter Amy Dark, all the while knowing that the US Observer contract for the Charles Dyer article
had already been contracted with Chris Mortenson.
(Exhibits A4, A5, A6, A7, D2, G4, G8, G11, G12, H6)

Exhibit H6

Other Exhibits:
A4 (See Count 3)
A5 (See Count 3)
A6 (See Count 3)
A7 (See Count 3)
D2 (See Count 3)
G4 (See Count 2)
G8 (See Count 2)
G11 (See Count 3)
G12 (See Count 3)
Count 6: Fraud - In that Ed Snook fraudulently contracted with the Dyer family to write the Charles
Dyer story while also receiving payment from Chris Mortenson for the exact same product.
(Exhibits A5, A6, A7, D2, G4, G8, G9, G10, H6)
A5 ( See Count 3)
A6 ( See Count 3)
A7 (See Count 3)
D2 (See Count 3)
G4 (See Count 2)
G9 (See Count 3)
G10 (See Count 2)
H6 (See Count 5)

Threat, Libel, Slander, Defamation:
Count 7: Threat - Ed Snook threatened to engage in a character assassination campaign against Debra
Swan (agent for Mortenson) if she did not comply with his demands.
Exhibit D5

Count 8 - Libel- Ed Snook wrote and published an article in the US Observer whereby, with malicious
intent, he caused public derision and hatred against Chris Mortenson and Debra Swan.
(Exhibit F4)
F4,(See Count 2)

Count 9: Slander - Ed Snook was interviewed on The Free American radio show where he made
malicious mischaracterizations of Debra Swan and Chris Mortenson.
(Exhibits G7-01, G7-01A, G7-02, G7-03, G7-03A, G7-04, G7-05, G7-06, G7-07)
(Links to Exhibits: Exhibits G7 is an entire audio file. G7-01, G7-02, G7-03, G7-04, G7-05, G7-06, G7-07
are excerpts specific to this Count. The excerpts are explained as follows:]
Exhibit G7 (audio]

15 min - 19 min (Exhibit G7-01)
Clay Douglas claims that the agent of the Accuser was in fact the fiancée to none other than the Accuser.

20 min - 30 min (Exhibit G7-02)
The Accused claims the Accuser called him and wanted to hire him. He goes on to claim that after he
dropped Swan (really the Accuser), he then signed a contract with Mrs. Dyer. Also says that the Accuser
told him to go to hell, and not to waste his time anymore.
31 min - 33 min (Exhibit G7-03)
The Accused claims there are marital problems between the Accuser and his wife.
37 min - 40 min (Exhibit G7-04)
The Accused says that the Accuser and his agent will be prison just as soon as Charles Dyer is out of
prison because they are dangerous (Clay Douglas also claims that the Accuser threatened him).
43 min - 47 min (Exhibit G7-05)
The Accused claims that Swan is working for the feds as an informant (Douglas claims that he recorded
his phone calls with the Accuser and that it is available up on his website); the Accused also claims that
Dyer will have nothing to do with Swan or the Accuser because of the Accuser's 17 page letter to Dyer.
1 hr 14min (Exhibit G7-06)
Rick Light calls in.
1 hr 17 min - 1 hr 21 min (Exhibit G7-07)
Rick Light backslaps Ed Snook on his "good job" defending J4P's innocence. Snook claims that Deb Swan
ruined their investigation and that J4P would have been released by now if not for her interference.
1 hr 23 min 1 hr 24 min (Exhibit G7-08)
Rick Light says Deb Swan needs to grow up. Douglas agrees with that.

Count 10: Defamation - Ed Snook, and his known associates, have made inflammatory and malicious
accusations about Chris Mortenson and Debra Swan, and claimed that there was no contract.
(Exhibits C2, C3, D6, E1, E2, G3, G4, G7, G8A, G12, G13, H1-A, H1-B, H1-C, H1-D, H1-E, H1-F, H1-G,
H3, H4, H5, H6, H8)

Exhibit C2

Exhibit C3

Exhibit D6

Exhibit E1

Exhibit E2

Exhibit G8A

Exhibit H1-A

Exhibit H1-B

Exhibit H1-C

Exhibit H1-D

Exhibit H1-E

Exhibit H1-F

Exhibit H1-G

Exhibit H3

Exhibit H4

Exhibit H5

Exhibit H8

Links to Exhibits: Exhibits G3, G7, & G13 are audio files.
Exhibit G3 (audio]
Exhibit G13 (audio]
Other Exhibits:
G4 (See Count 2)
G7 (See Count 9)
G12 (See Count 3)
H6 (See Count 5)
-END-

